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this long reign, with which the decline of the first
Bulgarian Empire began.

Peter had hardly mounted the throne when his
neighbours prepared to take advantage of his youth
and inexperience to attack his dominions. The
Greeks were the first in the field, but a peace was
arranged through the efforts of the young Czar's
uncle and guardian, Sursubul, and cemented by a
marriage between Peter and the grand-daughter of
the Emperor Romanus Lecapenus. This Byzantine
union had an evil influence upon the future of Bul-
garia. For the close relations between Constanti-
nople and Bulgaria which date from the marriage of
Peter, brought the sturdy warriors of the Balkans
under the spell of the Byzantine Court. The Bul-
garian Czar, who had derived his diadem from Rome,
now drew near to Constantinople. The Greeks
recognised the validity of his title, and allowed the
dignity of a Patriarch to the Archbishop of Silistria.
The Bulgarian Church thus became independent, and
the aspirations of Boris I. were fulfilled. Moreover,
the Greek Emperor still paid a yearly tribute to the
Bulgarian Czar. But the party of action in the
country was not satisfied with this Greek alliance.
Simeon's old generals despised the enemies whom
they had so often put to rout, and in Peter's younger
brother John they found a Deader. But John was
defeated, and Michael, Peter's disinterested half-
brother, fared no better. But the connection with
the Eastern Empire was severed by the Greeks
themselves. With the accession of the Emperor
Nicephorus Phocas a series of energetic rulers be-